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Nilgiris, was  killed  by striking   against   the  Santapilly
lighthouse on the Vizagapatam coast on October 28th,
1894.
Among the innocuous Snakes, are the burrowing or
blind snake; freshwater and sand-snakes; the rat-snake
(Zamenis mucosus)\ tree-snakes (Dendrophis pictns and
Passerita mycterizans)\ and the python or rock-snake
(Python molurus), often called the anaconda, which grows
to a length of 20 feet or more. A python, apparently not
exceeding 8 feet in length, has been said, on trustworthy
evidence, to have swallowed a young antelope.
The venomous colubrine snakes include the hooded
cobra (Naia tripudians) and snake-eating hamadryad (Naia
bungarus\ which grows to a length of 13 feet; the krait
(Bunganis c&ruleus)\ and the sea-snakes (Hydrof/iithe),
which have a flat paddle-shaped tail. The venom of sea-
snakes has been said to be more virulent than that of any
land snake, though deaths from their bite are infrequent.
The venomous viperine snakes include the Russell's
or chain-viper (Vipera russcllii); the small Echis carinata \
several hill species of Trimeresunt$\ aucl Andstrodon
hypnale, tailed the karawala. The vipers have a pair of
canaliculate or channelled fangs, which convey the venom
from the poison-gland by means of an orifice near the
sharp point of the fang to the puncture made in the skin of
the human being or animal bitten.
The snakes, other than sea-snakes, which are known to
inflict bites fatal to man, are the cobra, hamadryad, Russell's
viper, krait, and Echis carinata.
Other reptiles are represented by the marine turtles,
land and freshwater tortoises, crocodiles, and lizards. The
Turtles include the edible green turtle (Chelonc my das) and
the hawk-bill turtle (Chelone imbricata\ whose imbricated
dermal plates yield the tortoise-shell of commerce. Croco-
diles (Crocodilus porosus and palustris\ or muggurs, are